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Z) Assistant Municipal Commissioaer (AMC)

Assistant Mrmicipal Commissioncr (GlSouth Ward)

G/Soutt Ward Office (l st Floor),

Dhanmill Nak4 N- L4 Joshi lv{ag;

Mumbai - 2100013

Kind : Shri Sharad Uehade

Dear Sir,

Re: Request for recouideration of tbe blanket ban on feetliug of birds and other

auimals and renoval of the purported batrrer put up by You Nos.l and 2

prohibiting such f*dirlg Mahzlarmi Race Course

We are concemed for our clieng Mr. Nirav Kumar Dave four Clienf'), havi zt

42;8, Ra:v":d Building No.l, In floor, Opp. Induslnd Banh D.B. MarE,

Mumbai - 400 004, who has insrucEd us 1o address You Nos. I and 2 as
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By IIand Detivervl Snecd lrosl AD

To,

1) The Municipal Commissioner,

Municipal Corporation of Greater &tu6!a1,
Annex Building Mahapalika Marg No. I,
Opposite CSMT Railway Station,

Besides Times of India Building Fort,

Mumbai - 400 001.

Kind Attn: Dr. Bhushan Gagrani. IAS



()rrr (.licnt. .. crrviroDrttclltalist, 
laiv'uhiding citiz.cn arrd dcdicrtcd tnimal wallarc

arlr,.gcarc rcsiding it Munrbfli' has lbr ovcr two dccadcs' bccn compassion alcly leding

bi*ls lnd othcr snrallcr anitnals at Mahalaxrni l(acu Coursc in a clclincd opcn ground

situ:rrcd along thc castem pcriphcry ofthc Mahalakshmi llacc Coursc. 'Ihis area has bcen

ruscd as a fcc{ing arca for as lon8 as our Clicnt can rcmcmbsr anrt this fcc<ting arca is

situated outsidc the inner track of thc Mahalakshrni Racccourse, on whal may bc

describcd as the outer buffer zone or non-operational periphcry of the Racecourse

complex.

'i. i or"r,f," y"ars, our Clienthas primarily observed and fed various exotic bird species such

as kites, eagels, crows, sparows' patrots, kites, koya.ls and the like at the said feeding

area ar Mahalaxmi Race Course. The said activity is canied out without obstruction to

public use, without any commercial objective, and solcly in pursuit of animal welfare

and ecological sustenancc. Our Client has alwa/s maintained hygiene aad environmental

discipline at all times during such feeding.

3. Ir was for the first fime on 24r luly 2025, that the security personnel deployed at the

Mahalaxmi Racecourse actively prevented our Client from feeding bir&. On bcing

questioned by our Client as to why this new restriction was being imposed, the security

personnel drbw our Client's attention to a banner purportedly put up by You No.2 on

instructions ofYou No.l which explicitly stated a ban on feeding 'pigeons and other

birds'due to concems about "bird flu' and "Hypersensitivity Pneumonia (lilP)" Aom

droppings, and further waming of a 1500 fine under ByeJaw 4.5 of the BMC Health

Bye-Laws, 2006 ("Purported Banney''). A picture ofthe Purported Banner is annexed

hereto as Annexure - (Ar, 
Our Client was also verbally informed by the security guard

that this prohibition skmmed from a purported direction or order ofYou No.l dated 3d

July 2025.

dangcrs of pigeons and pigeon droppings to human life, our Client submits that the

alaxmi Race Course cannot be treated on the same footing as Kabutarkahanas' This
usc Kabuhrkhanas arc located right in the midst of residential areas in the
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latcd pan ofthc civ whilst the Mahala:imi Race course is a large green open sPace,

4. Whilst our Client is conscious of the restrictions pertaining to Ming pigeons at

Kabutarkhanas and the nationwide crackdown on Kabutarkhanas due to the alleged

o



with thc nearest habitable residentiol building bcing morc than 200 mtrs arvny liotn thc

feeding spot. Further, our client reiteratcs that the birds spottcd at thc ll'cclings at

Mahalaxmi Race Course are birds such as kites, cagels, crows, sparows' parroLs' kitcs'

koyals, amongst others and even squinels. Thus, the risk, ifany, assooiated with fceding

of pigeons, in any evcnL cannot apply to the other birds being fed at Mahalaxmi Race

Course.

our Client states that this punitive action has been taken by You Nos' I and 2 without the

issuance of any formal notice, without conilucting any site'specific assessment' and

without affording our Client or other members ofthe general public who are regulars at

Mahalaxmi Race Course, an oppo(unity ofbeing heard. our client states (hat this action

by You Nos,l and 2 is a misapplication of Bye-law 4.5 of the BMC Hcalth Bye-Larvs'

2005 and violative ofArtieles 14, 21, 25, and 5lA(g) ofthe Constitution oflndia'

In the circumstances, our Client heroby requests You Nos.l and 2 to forthwith:

(a) reoonsider the blanket ban on feeding ofbirds that has been imposed by You Nos'l

and 2;

(b) remove the Purported Banner at Annocure A ftom the entry gate at Mahalaxmi Race

Coursc; and

(c) refrain &om preventing our Client and other samaritans from fcedings birds at the

feeding arra at Mahalaxmi Race Course.

Yours faithfully,

For Yasmin Bbausali &Co.

(partner)

Advocates & Solicitors

Encl: As Above
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7. Our Client remains hopeful that your office will address dris maner with the seriousness

it deserves and will take swift action in the interest ofjustice, pubtic accou ntab i lity'. and

adherence to the rule of law

6.
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